PuvsicarL FEATURES oF InNDIA

ns have already ledrnd earller thal hiwha

.i 15 & vast conmiry with varted land forms,
What Etnd of termam do vou lve m? I

youy Wve in the platns, you are Emiliarwith the
vast strefches of plain land. In contrast. # you
Iee tn hilly reglon. e rugged lerrain with

momnlatiis aid valleys are cornmmon [eatames,
In facl, our country as practically all major

physical features of the earth, Le., mountains, | -

platns, deserts, plateans and Wslands,

The land of Tndis displays great phystea)

vardation. Geologicaily, the Peninsular [Matean

constttuies one of the aociend, Imidnmgseﬁﬂn'

the earth's surface. It was supposed o b one
of themaost stable land blocles. The THmalavas
and e Northern Matns are e most recent
Endomes. From (e 'i'iﬂW‘ point of g‘ﬂjnm'

Himalavan mouniatns rnnna.ﬁ ansiahite mm .

The whole motmialn system afs mmumgm
represents a very youthful rupnmrda} with
hiah peaks, dorp valleys mud fast Jowing Thvers,
Thie narthern platns are formed of alluyvial
depostts. The pernsular plaleaty s composed
of tgneats and melamorphic ks with genlly
rising hills and wide mllevs.

Maron PerscaravEae Divisoss

The phivsical lealures of Indii can be grouped
ureler the following phystographic divisions
{Figure 2.2y

(1) The Himalayan Mouniains
(2 ‘The Northem Platns

13 The Pentmsnlar Paslean
(4] The Indian Desert

(5 ‘The Coastal Plains:

(6] The lslands

The Iﬂmﬂnymﬂmmjinlnl

The Himalayas. gﬁntnglrﬂlrj.r young angd
sthctarally l'bld motntams streloh aver the
norihern br:n‘dl:m of Irndia. These moutitatn
ranges-aundn' s wesl-cast direction from the
Indus. to fhe Brahmaputra, The Himaliyas
represend the loitiest and one of the most
gl mouniain barriers of Lhe world. They

“form an are, wlieh covers a distance of aboul

2,400 Km. Thetr width varies from 400 Km In
Kashmir to 150 Emin Anmachal 'mdesh. The
altitudinal vanations are greatier in the castem
halr than those In the western hall The
Himalava consisis of three parallel ranges in
is longtudina!] extent, A mombier of valleys lle
belween these ranges. The northern-most
range 18 known as the Greal or Inner
Himalayas or the Himadr, it & (he most
continuous ranee consisting of the ofiest
peaks with an average helght of
6000 melres. [t comains all prominent
Himalayan peaks,
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FIE folds of th= Gresl Himalavas are
asymmetrical in mainre. Thecore of this part
of Himaloyas is composed EFgEEILE It i
perenmaily snow bound,and a number of
glariers desrend from s range.

Firid Bt . -

* Thenamesofthe glaciers and pasees
gmt e in the Grest Hirsiase
* The m=meof m:mﬁm&:]ﬂghsl
pabsmclommind

The gange lying to the south of the
Himadst fomms the most nigged mountain
system and is xnown &5 Aimacis) or lesser
I:'H::ualam The ranges ars mainiv COMmposed
afhighlv compressed and altered rocks. The:
gititiide varies betweez 3,700 and 4500
mettes-and the avearade widih (= of 50 Km,
While the Fir Fasyal range forma the longest
and the most important mnge, the Dhanis
Daarand the Mzhzbharat ranges are alsc
prommnnent gnes. This ande consists of the
femens valiey of Kashmer, the Eandre and
Rulha Valiey 1n Himachal Pradesh. This
region iswell-known forits hill stations,

Firid Gul
* Incstion of Musspotie Nainttsl
Raritickies from youratiss snd sleo nme the steie
wehere they & loegted,

The putsr-most rendge of the Himalavasis
cailed the Shiwaliks, Theyexiend ;rerawigth

OO TEMPOFARY INDIA-E
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Fliuere 2.7 2 Thar Fimalais

af 10-50 K and have an alitude varying
between 900 and 1100 melres. These tanges
are composcd of uneonsalldaled sedimenis
brought down by rivers [Tom the main

Himalayan ranges localed @Erther norths

These valleys are coversd with thick
graved and alluvinrm. The lmlg;llmilnql'ﬁ_}hjr
ving between losser Himalaya ang the
Shiwallks are known as Duns. Dihird Dun,
Kol Dun and Patl Dun are somé of the
well-known Duns

Besides the longttudinal ‘divisions, e
Himalayas have been divideéf on the basis of
reglons from west to east. Thesedivisions
have been demarcated by river valloys, For
example, the part of Himalayas Wing between
indus and Satlu) has been tradillonally
known as Munifab Himalaya but i s 4lso
known resionally asEashmir and Himaclisl
Himizdaya from west [deast respectively, The
part ol th Iilmalj;}'nh Iving between Satlu)
and Kall rivers s Known #s Kumion
Himalayas, The Kalt apd Teesta rivers
demarcate the Nepal Himalayas and the pan
Iving between Teesia and Dihang rivers is
known as Assam Himalayas. There are
regtonal names also in these broad

iD

calegories. Find oul some reglonal namesof
the Himalavas

“The Bralmapulsa marks the castbrm-most
Downlary of the Himalavas: Bevond (he Difani
goree, the Himalayas bend sharply to the south
am sprend Fr}nllg the eastern boundary of
lnd;a.-ﬁlqr itro knewn as the Purvachalor the
Eastem-dills and moumtaims. Theso hills
running through the north-eastom stalesare
mustly compased ol strong sandstones. which
are sedimeniary mocks. Covered wilh densie
forests, they mostly run as parallel ranges
amd valleys. The Purvachal comprises the
Patkal hills, the Naga hills; the Manipur hills
nrd the Mbso hitlls.

tione 24 Mint [Iis
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The Northern Plain

Thit northern platn has been formed by the
mterplay of the three major river systoms,
namely — e Indis, the Ganga and the
Hrahmapuntra along with (hetr inbalaries, This
plain is ormed of alluvial soll. The deposttion
of alluvium in avast basin ving al the foolhills
af the Himatiya over millions of yoars, formed
this fertile plam. It spreads over an arca ol 7
lakh sq. km. The plain being about 2400 km
long and 240 o 320 km broad. 1 a densely
popuilited phivsiograplile division. Witli afch
sofl cover combined with adeguate waler
supply and favourabie climate 1t 1s
agriculturally s productive pan of India.

Fliptire 25 : Thie Notlusi Plams |

The rivers coming from narthorn
mouniains are jnvolved in dﬂpﬂﬁmﬂna! work.
In the bower course. due 1o p;ﬁnl_ln slope. the
velocity of thie river decreasis, whttlh nesultsin

e fermation of rvisie i=lands,
Do You I-muw. 2 b e D
oyl Trvestoe sinnd ir

Twe 19 the
warkt.

The rivers in thetr lower course splll inlo
oIS chismmels due to e deposiiion of sAL
These chanmels ame known as disirtbutanes.

The Northiern Plain 1s broadly divided oo
Usree seclions. THe Wesler pairi o Uhe Norilern
Main 18 refermed Lo as lhe Panjab Pains,
Formed by the Indus and its (nbatanes, the
larger part of this plain Bes in Pakistan, The
Indus and s tibutanes — the Jhelum, the
Chenab, (e Ravi. the Beas and the Sathng
orginate in the Himalayvi. This section of the
plaln 1s dominated by the doabs.

)
Do You Know ! Thsts” 5 gk II_];I{II"I!Hl +

MMMWW
“Phanfali’, !-uh:-nmtupﬂuuu&s— ng mmnﬂg
five a7 "ab’ pEsnEing waler

The Ganga platn extends hetWien CGhagzar
and Teesta rivers, [t mqnmdm*r&rlh Inelta tn

Heayaue. Delht, U1, Eﬂ_mrmﬂw:ﬂmfdﬂllaﬂl
West Bengal. In the East. parttculary in Assam

les Ihﬂl:!nhnn;mlmui-ﬂn.

“hie northiern plidnsare generally described
asflat land il b varations i its relled. 1t s

ol !I‘lm."f‘t‘l;u‘“‘hmﬁi platns also lave diverse

relief features, Acconding (o the variations in
retiel fEatures, the Northern platnis can be
dtmm:lem four reglons. The rivers, aller
:II*I;'.F‘LHIIHIL, froom the mountsins deposit

]m?.'lh!-uﬁ in a narrow belt of about 8 (o 16 km

tn widih lving parallel to the slopes of the
Shiwallks. 1L 1% known as bhabar. All the
streams disappear (n this bhabar bell. Soull
of this bell, Lthe sireams il Avers re-omorie
and create a wel. swampy and marshy region
Known as ferul This was a thickly forested
reggon il of wilditfe. The forests have been
cleared to create agricultyral land and o settle
migrants from Pakistan after parition. Locate
Ducimwia Natlonial Park tn thils reglon.

The largest parl of the norilwrn platn Is
formend of older alluviim. il ftes above the
Aoodplatns of e dvers and presents a lermace-
Ike fealure, This part Is known as blwingar.
The soll In this Teglon conlains caleareous
deposits. locally known 48 kankar. The

PHYSIHCAL FEATURES OF INDIA
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newer, younger depesils of the Noodplains
are called Musdor: Tliey are renewed almost
wvery yoar and so are leritle, thus, ideal for
mtenstve agricuiture,

The Peninsular Platean

The Peninsular plaleau Is a Lableland
compmosod of the old orystalline, loneous and
melamorplile rocks, 1L was formed dise to the
breaking and drilling of the Gondwana land
ard thus, making It a par of the oldest
ndmass. The platean has boad and shallow
vislleys and rounded hifls. This platean consists
af two broad divisions, femely. the Central
Highlands and (he Decean Platesy. The pari
of the Mestrisulir platean lying (o e north of
Lthe Narmadis river, cimering a major area of e
Malwa platean, ts known as the Cenlral
Highlands, The Vindhyan range ts boumnded
by thie Satpurs range on the south and (he
Aravalls an the northwest, The lurther
westwand extonsion gradually merges with the
sandy and rocky desert of Rajasthans The

Nerw of Lhie rivers dratning this meglon, namely.

We Chambat. the St (He Betwa and LS Ken
15 I soutlwest to northenst, thivs hdicating
i slope, The Central Highlands arewider n
U whest bl mesrrovwer 1 1 e, Thie eastward
oxtrnstons of this plateat are jocally known

as the Bundelkhand a_r:d-f-ﬂuyhemhnﬂﬂ,.-

g 2.0 A Whalorall in Chedapoegrir Platsmg

11

The Chotanagpur plateau marks the
further castward exiension. dmtned by ie
Damaodar river.

The Deccan Platedu s a inangmlar lindmass
thst s b the soath of thie iiver Nammsds, The
Salprrs rangy fanks its troad base n (e nonith,
while the Mahadov, the Kalmmar hifls amd the
Matkal rarge fomm s castint exlerstons. Locale
these hitls and mnges in e Phvsical map of
India. The Deocan Platean is higher in e west
sl slopes gently eastwards, An oxtenston of te
Plateau s also visible in the northeast, locally
knowrtas Lhe Meghalaya, Karbl-Anglong Matean
and Norlh Cachar Hills 10 separalod By a Boll
fromm the Clolanagpur PMatesw, Thee peminent
Il ranges from Uie wes (o the casére the Gam,
the Khastand the Jamttafiss

‘].']1'|:- Western Ghats il the Eastern Ghats

T e western daudl e @Eislem edees of Lhe
Dikcsn Plalean reSpettivily. Wesiermn Ghals le
lﬂmﬂ‘r‘l tullu\hﬂmm They are continuoiis
and can brtmﬂll'umgﬂh Petssess andy, Locsle
the Thal «3horand I'al Ghats tn the Physical
miap of Trdlie

The Western Ghais are higher than the
Ensttrn Ghuts. Thetr average elovation bs H00-
1HO melres as agatnsl 600 metres of the
Easterm Ghals, The Eastern Ghals siretch
from the Mahanadi Valley to the Nisiris in the
south. The Easiern Ghats are discontinoons
and trregular and dissectod by nivers dralning
tnto e Bay of Dengal. The Western Glials
cause orographlc ratn by fheing the rain
bearing molst winds (o rise along Lhe wesiem
siopes of the Ghists, The Weslern Ghisls are
known by different local names. The eighi of
the Western Ghats progrossively Increases
from north o south. The hghest peaks
trediede Lhe Amnd Modl (2,695 meties) and the
Dodda Betla 2,697 metres). Maliendragin
(1.501 melres) Is the highesl peak In Lthe
Easiommn Ghats, Shovroy Hiils amd thee Javaadt
Titils are located (o the southeast of the

CONTEMPORARY INDIA-I
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Eastern Ghals. Locate the famous hill stallons
of Udagamandalam, popualarly known as
Onty amd Lhe Kodatkanal,

One of the dislinel fegtures of the
Peninsular platean is the black soll area
known ds Decean Trap. This 1s of volcanic
origin, henee, the rocks are imeous. Actually,
these rocks have demuded over time amd are
responsibie for the formetton of black sofl. The
Aravall Hills lle on the weslern and
norithwestert margins of lhe Penlnsular
platesag. These are hilghty eroded litls and sre
found as broken hlls, They extend fom
Gujaral o Delly i a soulhiwest-noriheast
direction.

The Indian Desert

The [nditan desert Hes towarnds the wesiem
margins of the Arvall Hills: 1L 1s an undulating

sandy plitn covered with sand dunes. This, ©

regon revsives viery low ratnfall below 150 mm
per year. L has s climate with Tow vegefation
cover Sireams appear during the rainy

sedson. Soon aller they disappear o, thie

sand #s Lhoy do not have coousli wiiler (o
reach the sea. Lund s llu' only large.river in

this Tegton.

Fugtire 2.7 Tha Insdsem Desert

Harchans ferescent-shaped dunes) cover
arger arcas bl longiuding dunes become

mare prominenl nesr e Indo-Pakistan

botimilary. If you visil Jalsalmer, vou may go
to see a group ol bamlans,

The Coastal Plains

The Penlisular platean is Qanked by strelch
ol narrow coasial sidps, running along the
Arabtan Seaon the west and the Bay of Bengal
on the east. The western coast. sandwiched
between the Western Ghats and the Arablian
Seq, 1= a narrow plaim. It consists of Lhree
seotions. The rortherri part of the cosst is called
the Konken (Mumbai - Geal, the centgat stretch
15 calied the Kannad Platn, witlle (i sotithern
sireteh 15 reformed (o asthe Mﬂfa!hrtmu,

P 2.8 The Coastal Pains

Thie platus along e Bay of Bengal are wide
and level. In the northermn part, it 1s refermd Lo
s the Northern Cirear, wiilhe the sothern part
is known as the Coromandel Coasi. Larpge
rivers, such as the Mahanadi, the Godavart,
the Krishna and the Kaverd have formei
extonsive delin on this coasi. Lake Chillka s
an mmportant feattme along the eastern coast,

v You ﬁl'll’..'l'l‘\'?
(T Chilika Lake tsEhe.

st wter ke 0 i 1t e m the state
m. L :&‘ﬂin i hae Mbisraactd deits,

PHYSICAL FEATUEES OF INDIA
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The Islands

Yot have #lready scen that ndin has a vast
msdtilaricl Resiiles ihis, the ooty hes fwo moups
Ul isiatids. Can you identify these iSand groups?

Flupre 2.9 - Andskmef

Locate the Lakshadweep Iskdnds group
Iving cliose (o Uw Matabar const of Kerata. This

Now o see e elongated chinin of istands
Incated] in the Bay of Bengal extending from
north 1o south, These are Andaman and
Nicobar istands. They are bigger in stze and
are more nmerous and scattered. The eotire
group ol Islands is dmwided mlo two broad
categories - The Andaman in the nortly and
the Nieobar e southe 111s believerd Hial these
tslands s an elevaled portion of submarine
molmiains. These island groups ame of greal
slrateglc importance for the country. Tlere s
greal diversily of fora avid fanria i this group
ofislands too, These islands lie close 1o equator
i expertenice equatorial dlimale ﬁ'm.l has
thick lorest cover,

Do Ypu Knnw?

group of tsfatids 1s composad of small coral F Y

Isalpuds. Earifer they were known as Laccadiviy

Mindcoy and Amindive. In 1973, these wdie

named as Lakshadweep, 1 covers small areq
of 32 sq km. Kavarattl island 1§ the

adminisirative headipuarters of lajmhnjm
This islandd gronip s great dhvrﬂ]]ﬁﬂﬂum
and fzuna. The My island, which s
uninhabited, has a bird saficliany.

“A t!rtdut'tlﬂ,wculml of the diiferent

. phy&lugmphhunﬂs highlights the unigue

fea ugmfmh reglon. L would. however,
b ciear that each region complements Lhe
ather and makes the country richer in s

‘Iin“ﬂi"rl] resomrees. The mountains are the

major sources of water and forest weallh.
The norihern plains:are the granaries of the
coutitry. They provide LHe base for céatly
civillsallons. The platean 1s a stotehouse
of minerais, which has pliayed a cruciat role
in the Industrialtsation of the country. The
roastal region and island groups provide
slles for Ashing and pori activilles. Thas,
the diverse phvsical features of the iand
have Immense fulnre possibilities
of developmenti.

14
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1. Choose the righl answer om (he four alternolives given below.

1) A hdmass omded by sea oo three stdes is refermed o as
la)  Cpast le) Penttisula
b Island () Mone of Lhe above

(] Mountamn ranges in the castemn pard of Iodbs forming s boundnry with
Myntimar are collectively called

lu)  Fimochal te) Purvachal
(1) Uttzrakhand [d) Nome of the nbove
) The westorn consiail sirtp, solth of Goo & refered o as
(1) Coromandel fe) Kannnd
(b} Kenkan id) Norihern Cirear _
fivi The highiest peak mn the Exstern Ohats fs . Y
(4] Anai Madt fe] Maliendragtn |
() EKanchenjungs (d) Khmst
2 Answer Lhe following qivesttons briefly. S
(1) Wit 15 the bl “ N\

i) Name the (hree malor dividions of (e ﬁi.l:uahyua B ot (dgattih
i) Which plateau les between the Aravilt ol the "ﬂmiﬂ},m nﬁm!

M=l Mirme Dhe Ialard groip of dia 11.l'ﬂrig_tnrd . "'.H

A Mistinguish bidwesn J - Y
() FBhongar and Khadar f ' -
i) Western Ghnts and I.as:m’u lf-hll.u "'«_ v
A Wil are the major phivs it tl!'mﬂmui nf.imﬂh‘ Lcmtmﬂ.'t e reliel of i

Himalayan redon will thn e Pernmulds. phtrlu_
5, Give an acooimd of umﬂam Plans d"lhtlﬂ
B, Write shori nrﬁﬂﬁnﬂt&nl‘ﬁlﬁmmg, |
[ The Hwllzn’ .‘-‘
i The Lr_-nl.rhﬁul_;tghln.nd.u —
) The lsland frotips of ndu ©

4 {
&

¥

Mar SETLLs:

O an ouiline nmp"’nr Trldi show Lhie [olowingl
[ Mountmn wid hiF runges - the Komkoram. the Zaskar. the Patkal Bam.
the Jutntis. the Vindhya range. the Aravall, and ihe Cardomom il
(1] Penks < K2, Kanchenjungy Nimga Parbot and the-Anal Mad,
) Parednis, Chotanagpor and Makw
fiv) This indlan Desert, Western Glals, Lakshuidwerp Iskuntls
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Locate the peaks. passes. mnges, platesns, bills, sl dans bidden i the e

Try (o find whese Wese features are focated.  You may starl your search
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